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“THE GLORY OF THE LORD – THE SPLENDOR OF OUR GOD”
The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. Like the crocus, it will
burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor
of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God.
Isaiah 35:1-2
In much of the first 35 chapters of Isaiah’s book, the prophet
urgently warns of God’s judgment. For their idolatry, for
their materialism, for abuse of the poor, for their treaties
against God’s will with heathen neighbors and world powers,
God was angry. For their failure to listen to and obey God,
the Northern tribes would be swept away by the Assyrian
army. Then in chapters 34 and 35 the message changes from
one of judgment to one of hope, before those hopes are
really restored with the promise of a return from Captivity in
Babylon. In the previous chapter, the message was one of
coming judgment; in this chapter, Isaiah announced coming
deliverance. There were still plenty of reasons to rejoice, to
continue to believe, and to have hope. For the Lord would
eventually return them to their homeland and fulfill his
promise of the Savior. He would keep his Word, bring them
out of Captivity, send the Savior, and someday lead his
people with singing into the heavenly Jerusalem with joy and
gladness. That great news was like flowers blooming in the
desert.
Ever since the Fall into sin by Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden, this world has become an arid
desert. When they disobeyed God’s command
not to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil, they ruined God’s perfect
world. Ever since the Fall, all people have
been conceived and born in sin and were
spiritually dead. The consequences of sin have
made this world a very difficult place in which to
live with its sickness, sadness, suffering and
death. Everyday people live under attack from

the devil, the world, and from their own sinful flesh within.
That gets very tiresome. Physically people are finding it very
difficult to cope, are constantly under heavy stress, have
turned over every rock in search of happiness, have tried
every pleasure and luxury the world has to offer, have even
tried to drown themselves in alcoholic drinks or dull their
senses with illegal drugs. But those are only temporary
escape mechanisms! And, when they sober up, they find
that all of their troubles haven’t gone anywhere. They face
even more dissatisfaction, disappointment, depression,
despair and tremendous guilt! And spiritually, they long for
relief for their spiritual thirst and something to relieve their
sin-parched souls on the road to eternal destruction. But
help and hope are on the way!
That help comes from a most unlikely source and in the least
likely manner. In this desert, this wilderness of sin, the
crocus, will burst into bloom, a beautiful flower that blooms
with lively colors. Such a flower doesn’t grow in the desert,
but the Lord would make some very unnatural events take
place. And he would do even more. The glory of Lebanon
will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they
will see the glory of the Lord, the splendor of our God.
Three regions famous for fertility and beauty are also
mentioned. Lebanon, famous for its fragrant cedar trees;
Carmel, a range of hills, noted for its mighty oaks; and
Sharon, a plain in northern Palestine, celebrated for its
beautiful flowers. God will transform this desert of sin, make
it bloom with life once again, and fill it with beauty and glory
once again.
Continues on page 4

MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICES
Three Midweek Advent Services will be held on Wednesdays,
December 5, 12 & 19, at 4:00 and
6:30 p.m. Join us each week as we
focus on the theme: He Will Come
To Save You! Your pastors will
each have a turn in sharing the
message of Advent with you. We
hope you, in turn, will be here
together with your families to
retain your focus on celebrating
our Savior’s birth, and eagerly
anticipating the day of his return.

Choral/Instrumental
Christmas Concert Service
Our Star of Bethlehem Choral/Instrumental
Christmas Concert will be on Sunday, December
23, at 9:30 a.m. There will be only one Concert
Service, and no Saturday Night or Monday Night
Service that weekend. There will be a reception
following the Service for some refreshments
and fellowship.

Peace Came To Earth is the theme for our Christmas Day
Service, on December 25, at 9:30 a.m. Readings by our
Elders Team, special hymns, choir, musical enhancements,
etc. will all be a part of our worship on Christmas Day!
“Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the
Savior, is born!” Please let your
family, relatives, co-workers and
neighbors know about our
Christmas Day Service, and
invite them to join us to hear
the Good News! “Today in the
city of David a Savior has been
born to you; He is Christ the Lord!”

Sunday after Christmas
Two Communion Services will be held on Sunday,
December 30, at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. There will be no
Saturday Night Service or spiritual growth programs
between Services. Those opportunities will resume on
Sunday, January 6, at the usual times for all ages. Think
about your own spiritual growth in 2019!

Christmas Eve

Children’s Services
Our Lutheran Elementary School children
and others from the congregation will
present the Christmas message in Word and
Song on Monday, December 24, at 3:00 and
5:00 p.m. “Glory To the Newborn King!” is
the theme of this year’s service.

One Communion Service will be conducted on New Year’s
Eve, December 31, Monday night, at 6:30 p.m. Join us as
we give thanks to our Lord for his blessings on us in 2018
and seek his guidance in 2019. “The old year now has
passed away; We thank you, O our God, today! That you
have kept us through the year when danger and distress
were near.”

OPEN FORUM

A Service of Lessons and Carols in a candlelight setting will be
held on December 24 at 7:00 p.m. Our young men will serve
as readers, with special musical enhancements throughout
the Service. This Service is growing in popularity each year.
Please invite friends, relatives, associates and neighbors to
join us for this special Service on Christmas Eve.

An Open Forum will be held on Tuesday, December 4, at 6:30
p.m. Come and hear from our church and school leadership its
thoughts regarding the meeting of November 13. There were
definitely some things on our part that could have been done
better. Come and discuss how we might bring about healing
among our entire Star of Bethlehem family as we move
forward together for the good of the ministry and the
extension of God’s kingdom. Join us on December 4 to ask
your questions and to offer your input in this Open Forumtype meeting.
To thee my heart I offer, O Christchild sweet and dear,
Upon thy love relying; oh, be thou ever near!
Take thou my heart and give me thine, and let it be forever mine,
O Jesus, holy, undefiled, my Savior meek and mild.

Special Presentation

CALL RETURNED

on Sunday, December 16th, at 9:20 a.m.

Our Principal, Timothy Mueller, has returned
the call to West Lutheran High School in MN
to serve as its principal. We are thankful that
the Holy Spirit led him to decline the call to
West, and look forward to his continued
service here as principal at Star of Bethlehem
Lutheran School.

“To the Ends
of the Earth”

The film depicts the work of the Apostle
Paul in the ancient city of Philippi. We
will follow up the film with a short study
on sharing Jesus with others, with special
focus on the Christmas season.

SENIORS
Join your fellow Seniors on Saturday,
December 22, at Noon. It will be our
Chili/Pie lunch this year, prior to our
service project of assembling children’s
bags of treats to be distributed on
Christmas Eve. Please notice the special
time and date for this year’s Senior
meeting for our members, 55 and over,
drivers, spouse, guests, etc. Join us for
this or any of our Star Senior meetings,
outings or service projects. Thanks,
seniors, for all that you do for our Star
family!

With the prayer that God would inspire
Hope Filled young adults, Awake and
Alive's 2nd annual two day conference is
coming up January 4th and 5th at the
Best Western Conference Center near the
Milwaukee Airport. A great group of
faculty, devotion leaders and guests have
been invited to serve college students,
young professionals and anyone in the
18-25 time of life with the hope of Christ!
There is also a leadership and community
track for leaders of young adults as well!
This year's conference theme is "You Will
Not
Be
Afraid"
found
from
encouragement in Proverbs 3:21-27. Cost
is $60 until December 15th, after that $75
until January 4th, lodging is also available
at the hotel. Full details can be found at
www.awakealive.com or you can contact
Mike
Westendorf:
at
mike@awakealive.com

Area Christmas Concerts
WLHS Sacred Christmas Concert
The annual Sacred Christmas Concert will
take place on Sunday, December 16, at 7:00
p.m. in the WLHS auditorium. The concert
will feature A Cappella, Cantorei, and
Freshman Choirs of WLHS, Inspiration,
Jubilation Handbell Choir, Wisconsin
Lutheran Children’s Choir, and numerous
instrumentalists. Admission is free, and a
freewill offering will be taken during the
concert.
Band Concert
The Wisconsin Lutheran College Concert
Band will present its Winter Band Concert on
Friday, December 7 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Center for Arts and Performance Schwan
Concert Hall. Tickets are $6 and may be
purchased at wlc.edu/boxoffice or by calling
414.443.8802.
Koine Concert
Koiné, the WELS Hymn band from
Milwaukee. I wanted to let you know we will
be coming to Waukesha for a Christmas
concert on Saturday, December 8 at 5pm at
the Waukesha Expo Center. The concert will
be an presentation of our favorite Christmas
songs, mostly familiar hymns from our two
Christmas albums, Anno Domini and
Emmanuel Lux, plus a few new surprise
arrangements. You are cordially invited to
attend.
Christmas at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary
The Seminary Chorus, a 52-voice men’s choir
composed of students at Wisconsin Lutheran
Seminary, will present its annual Christmas
Concert on Sunday, December 9, at 3:00 and
7:00 p.m. in the campus auditorium.
Featured
will
be
traditional
and
contemporary anthems for choir and hymns
and carols for the audience. There are no
advanced tickets sales; a free will offering is
appreciated. The Seminary is located 11831
N. Seminary Dr. in Mequon. Find more
information
on
Facebook
and
at
wls.wels.net.

Where Do We Stand
with Our Mission Plan?
Our General Fund Offerings
needed throughout 2018 are
$1,124,558. The most recent
figure (11/25) shows that God’s
people here have joyfully
contributed nearly $918,000 to
date. We are thankful to the
Lord for the gospel-motivated
giving that has brought forth
these gifts. That means we will
still need an additional
$206,000+ before year end to
meet our 2018 budget.

MEN’S
BASKETBALL
LEAGUE
Our Star Men’s
Basketball League
will start a new season on
Sunday December 2. 12 teams
from the area WELS Churches
and a team from the Seminary
will be a part of the league. Our
team from Star of Bethlehem will
always be playing the 6:00 game
if fans want to come and watch.
Admission is free. Good luck,
Star men, on another season in
our Star Men’s Basketball
League.

STAR YOUTH
BASKETBALL TEAM
We also have a
youth basketball team for high
school-aged youth. It participates
in a youth league of area WELS
churches. Games are played at
various WELS churches on
Sunday afternoons. Players who
are on high school basketball
teams are not eligible to
participate
in
this
youth
basketball league. Games will
begin in Jan. Practices for our
Star Youth Team are on Sunday
evenings in December. If you
have questions, contact Vince
Lee or Jim Zaborowski. Good
luck, Star youth on the new
basketball season!

From the
President

Continued from page 1

They will see the glory of the Lord, the splendor of our God. The
glory of the Lord and the splendor of our God are welcome sights
for God’s people. The glory of the Lord was a cloud that filled the
tabernacle at its dedication. Earlier in the history of Israel, the glory
of the Lord led God’s people throughout their wilderness
wanderings. It was a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by
night. The glory of the Lord and his splendor are tied to his gracious
love for sinners. As God’s Old Testament people saw the glory of
the Lord, the splendor of our God demonstrated again and again to
protect and deliver his people, from Egypt, from their enemies, from
thirst and starvation, from certain death. So the glory of the Lord,
the splendor of our God would clearly be seen once again.
That crocus burst into bloom in the desert, the glory of Lebanon, the
splendor of Carmel and Sharon blossomed exactly when God’s time
was right. As Paul reminds us: When the time had fully come, God
sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those
under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. God
caused this flower to grow in a least likely location. As the Prophet
Micah reminds us: But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are
small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one
who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from
ancient times. And the glory of the Lord and splendor of our God
would shine forth in this desert of sin like the cedars of Lebanon, the
oaks of Carmel, and the flowers of Sharon, when Mary and Joseph
would make their required trip to Bethlehem for the purposes of
taxation while Quirinius was governor of Syria. Here in the midst of
this desert of sin, the heavens burst forth like a flower in the desert
with the joyous announcement: “Today in the town of David a
Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a
sign to you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger.” Then the glory of the Lord and the splendor of our God
became obvious to those shepherds, as they heard the most
beautiful Christmas Concert ever conducted, when angels sang their
song of praise. Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
men on whom his favor rests!
God’s people have been rejoicing and singing Christmas carols ever
since. The joy of having a Savior from sin fills our hearts to the point
of overflowing. It is so prevalent at this time of year that even the
unbelieving world gets swept up into it. Decorating, gift giving,
singing are all demonstrations of the inner joy and gladness, peace
and hope we have because God caused this Flower, our Savior, to
blossom in this world, this desert of sin. We, too, are filled with
overflowing joy – knowing that Jesus came also for you and for me!
Jesus didn’t just experience the lowliness of the manger, either.
There was the shame of the cross as payment for our sins, the
triumph over death and the grave on Easter morn, the promise to
return again to bring us home to heaven. Yes, reasons for joy and
rejoicing are present all around us this Advent Season. Look around
you and make sure that joy and peace are also overflowing within
you! And take a moment to marvel at the glory of the Lord and the
splendor of our God!

ְהוה
ָ֖ כְבֹוד־י

Ever hear of “Quora?”
It’s an online/social media question-and-answer
website where anyone can ask a question and get
accurate (hopefully!) answers. Unfortunately,
however, many of those “answers” are really
opinions.
Some questions are outright weird (e.g., “Which is
correct, are we living ‘in the Earth’ or ‘on the
earth?’”) Others are more reasonable and might
spark further research. (“What are some of the
most famous unsolved mysteries?”)
For myself, I focus on answering questions regarding
matters of faith where “science” seems to be a
stumbling block to a person’s belief in the one True
God.
Some recent examples of questions posed:


“Is evolution still a theory or is it a fact, do we have
enough proof to call it a fact?”



“Can the world, being imperfect, be used as an
argument to prove the non-existence of God?”



“Do atheists have new arguments against the
existence of God?”

Certain questions tug at my heart and beg to be
answered: “Can somebody explain their belief in
religion? Everyone responds with ‘I can believe
what I want’ or ‘what created the universe then?’ I
am not denying the existence of God, rather the
details regarding the existence of Jesus.”
THAT’S a question I’ll answer . . .
My answers get comments, too. For example: “You,
sir, need to keep religious answers in religious
forums, so as to avoid embarrassing yourself. . .
Don’t you feel ridiculous to butt in with superstition
where a scientific answer would be the case?”
Other comments I’ve received are outright rude and
demeaning . . .
Over the last few years, I’ve posted 48 replies,
resulting in 2,920 “views” and 25 “upvotes.” (I was
really hoping that my “upvotes” would have been
substantially higher, but oh well . . .)
I mention all this because social media can be
powerful – Quora has a claimed 2.1 million
visitors/day while Facebook claims 2.2 billion
“monthly active users.” Their impact is huge in the
sense of shaping opinion.
And that power can be used to communicate truth –
or something much worse.
See you in church!
- Gene Szaj

