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A Light in the Darkness
“A Light in the Darkness.” You may have noticed this
theme throughout our advent and Christmas season this
year, most notably in the artwork of a manger which was
front and center with darkness on the left turning into
daylight on the right. It’s a vivid picture. The baby Jesus
came to bring light into our dark world, and that is
exactly what he did.
Christmas brings light in a season of darkness, picturing
the light of a Savior for a sin darkened world. Angels
accompanied by the glory of God filled the night sky over
the shepherds. A bright star led the way for the Magi to
the place where the Savior was. Zechariah prophesied in
Luke 1:79 that this Savior would “shine on those who sit
in darkness and in the shadow of death.” A Light in the
Darkness. The Savior, Jesus, came to give us everlasting
light in the presence of our heavenly Father.
This light of the gospel of Jesus is what draws us out of
the darkness our world to church each week. It is what
melts our hearts and makes us new. It is what motivates
us to sing God’s praise. It is what prompts us to live for
him.
Did you see anyone new in church these past few
weeks? If so, did you take the time to introduce yourself
and say hello? Did you see someone that you knew from
your neighborhood, or an old friend that doesn’t have a
church home? Jesus is your light in the
darkness. Now Jesus shines through you to
be their light. What can you do to follow
up with this person? Call them and note
that it was awesome to worship our
newborn King with them? Email them
and thank them for coming? Text them
and tell them it was so good to see them at
Christmas Eve service. Stop by their house
and invite to come back again with you?

All of these are wonderful options. All these options let your light
shine. Jesus encourages you in Matthew 5:15,16 “People do not
light a lamp and put it under a basket. No, they put it on a
stand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. In the same
way let your light shine in people’s presence, so that they may
see your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”
Jesus has given you an awesome purpose, to be his light in this
world of darkness. Treasure that purpose and live it every day.
Don’t hide behind excuses. How could we hide this light of
Christ? Take it out from under the basket and let it shine its light.
Notice that God isn’t asking you do something that you can’t do.
He’s not asking you to be something that you are not. He’s not
asking you to accomplish what only he can accomplish. He’s
simply encouraging to be what he has made you: a Christian, a
Light in the Darkness.

Risen:
A special New Year’s Eve Service will be conducted on Monday,
December 31, at 6:30 p.m. This will be a service that focuses on
the Lord’s blessings of the past year and seeking his direction
for the New Year 2019. This Service will be different from what
we focused on Sunday morning as the First Sunday after
Christmas, December 30, which also celebrated the Lord’s
Supper.

Regular Worship Schedule
We will be resuming our Regular Worship Schedule on January
5-7, 2019. Saturday Night Services will be at 5:30 p.m., Sunday
Morning Services at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m., and Monday Night
Services at 6:30 p.m. We hope this schedule will be flexible
enough for everyone to attend a Service
each week. May the Lord bless
our faithful hearing of his Word
as he directs us into a New Year
of his grace!

Spiritual Growth Opportunities
We resume our Spiritual Growth Programs on Sunday, January
6. Our Kids’ Bible Time and Kingdom Kids will be at 9:20 a.m.
Our Jesus Untangled (BIC) will be at 9:20 a.m. and our Adult
Bible Class will be at 9:20 a.m. There will be Nursery Care
during the Bible Study Hour in the Extended Care Classroom,
next to the Fellowship Hall. Please join us each Sunday morning
for Bible Study in addition to your regular attendance
at our Worship Services. We have something for all
ages. Make additional Bible study a resolution
for the New Year, as you continue to grow in
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and
knowledge of his Word, that “Lamp” for our
feet and “Light” for our path.

“Beginning with the End in Mind”
That is the title of our first series of the New Year in our Sunday
morning Adult Bible Class, beginning on January 6, at 9:20 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall. Pastor Heath Butler, one of our WLHS
faculty members, will be leading this study of Jesus’ names in
our Scripture Lessons during the Epiphany Season. We invite
you to join Pastor Butler for this 3-week series to begin our 2nd
semester of our Adult Bible Class on Sunday mornings. Come
early for good coffee, great bakery goods, and best of all, food
for the soul!

Without a Doubt
We will begin a video
based Bible Study
entitled
“Risen:
Without a Doubt,” on
Monday, January 7th
at 7:40 p.m. Two
powerful
events
changed the world,
and it is those two events that change lives for all
eternity! Please join us, and invite a friend to attend
with you, as well!

Early Bird
Bible Study
We will resume our Friday morning
Bible Study on January 11, at 8:00 a.m. We meet
from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. We have just begun a
study of the Book of Colossians, the final book of
our study of “Paul’s Prison Epistles.” You are
welcome to come once or with our other regular
attendees on any Friday morning in the Conference
Room. Bring a Bible or use one of ours. All other
materials are provided.

Preschool, ELC, & Kindergarten
Enrollment for 2019-2020
Star of Bethlehem School begins to enroll for the
2019-2020 school year in January for our Early
Learning Center, Preschool, and Kindergarten. We
will be sending out letters to all of our member
families the first week in January overviewing all
details. If you do not receive a letter by January 9,
please call our office immediately. Timeliness is
essential when enrolling. If you are not a member,
and would like information, please call our office.
We would love to let you know about our flexible,
full and part time options for 3 and 4 year-olds, our
kindergarten, and our school family here at Star.

We welcome to our Star of Bethlehem family this
month Nicole Kowalski; and Shelby Spaciel and her
son, Sawyer. May the Lord strengthen their love for
him and their growth in faith among us!

CALLED HOME

Building
Committee Update

The Building Committee held its first
meeting on December 18, 2018. At this
meeting, the early steps of our project
were discussed. This includes working
with the City to receive a variance for the
project, as the addition as proposed will be
closer to the street than what is currently
permitted by the City of New Berlin. Also
the committee is looking at several
architects and general contractors to
compare costs and quality for the
remainder of the project. No date has
been set yet for groundbreaking. As the
committee does its work, it hopes to set a
date in the near future. The next meeting
is scheduled for January 14.
Dave
Schoeneck is our Building Committee
chairman. If you have any questions, feel
free to contact Dave 262-227-7283 or
email: dwjsk@msn.com

With the prayer that God would inspire
Hope Filled young adults, Awake and Alive's
2nd annual two day conference is coming up
January 4th and 5th at the Best Western
Conference Center near the Milwaukee
Airport. This year's conference theme is
"You Will Not Be Afraid" found from
encouragement in Proverbs 3:21-27. Cost is
$75.
Full details can be found at
www.awakealive.com or you can contact
Mike Westendorf: at mike@awakealive.com

FUND-RAISER
The New Berlin Qdoba Restaurant will
donate 10-20% of your order to our school
on Jan. 8, from 5:00-9:00 p.m. You do need
to have a flyer to present at the time you
place your order. Copies are available on
the credenza by the bulletin board. Thank
you for your support of our Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran School!

A Christian Funeral Service was
conducted at the Krause Funeral Home
in New Berlin on Thursday, November
29, 2018 for Caroline Parrent, the
mother of Cathy Wegel and
grandmother of Kelly Parbs. Private
Committal was held at the Pinelawn
Cemetery in Milwaukee. May the Lord
comfort all those who mourn with the
sweet hope of a joyous reunion in
heaven. Caroline was a resident at the
New Perspectives Health Center in
Brookfield, suffering from Alzheimer’s
for the past many years.
It pleased Almighty God to call out of
this life the soul of Melvin Pagenkopf
at the age of 92. A Christian Funeral
Service was conducted at Star of
Bethlehem on Saturday, December 15,
2018. The Service was followed by a
lunch and the Committal Service at the
Wisconsin Memorial Park Cemetery.
Melvin was a faithful member of Star
of Bethlehem for close to 50 years.
May the Lord comfort all who mourn
with the blessed hope of a joyous
reunion in heaven.

NEXT VOTERS’
MEETING
Our next Voters’ meeting will be on
Wednesday, January 30, at 6:30 p.m.
Adopting a budget for 2019 and the
election of officers will be the main
items on the agenda together with
year-end reports from our ministry
teams. We encourage you to attend
as we are about our Father’s business!
May he continue to bless our Mission
and Ministry Plans for the new year
and beyond!

Today is ours. The book of yesterday is
closed. Tomorrow’s page has not been
opened. Over yesterday God has placed
the cloak of his forgiving mercy. Over
tomorrow he has written words of
gracious promise. Yesterday’s mercy and
tomorrow’s promise should inspire today’s
trust and confidence.

MEN’S
BASKETBALL
LEAGUE
Our Star of Bethlehem
Men’s Basketball Team currently has
one win and two losses. Play resumes
on Sunday, January 6, with our men’s
team playing at 6:00 p.m. Fans are
welcome to watch for free.

STAR YOUTH
BASKETBALL TEAM
We also have a youth basketball team
for high school-aged youth. It
participates in a youth league of area
WELS churches. Games are played at
various WELS churches on Sunday
afternoons. Players who are on high
school basketball teams are not eligible
to participate in this youth basketball
league.
Games will begin in Jan.
Practices for our Star Youth Team are on
Sunday evenings in December. If you
have questions, contact Vince Lee or Jim
Zaborowski. Good luck, Star youth on
the new basketball season!

SINCERE THANKS!
“Thank you” to all of
you for your generous
gifts for the residents
at the Linden Grove
Health Care Center. Your
compassion for these members
of our community is truly amazing! The
residents and the staff at Linden Grove
are very appreciative for all of your
kindness. We also offer special thanks
for our regular Star volunteers who
faithfully serve by bringing these
residents to our weekly Services each
Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. We couldn’t
conduct these services without you!

SENIORS
We thank our Star Seniors for your
assistance with assembling the
Christmas treats for the children on
Christmas Eve. Your time and efforts
are seen in your work as well as in all
of the smiling faces that receive
tokens of your service to our
congregation. Thanks, seniors, for all
that you do to serve year-round in our
church and school! May the Lord
grant your strength and renewed zeal
to continue to serve our Lord in 2019!

INSTALLATION SERVICE
A Special Installation Service for two members of our Wisconsin Lutheran High School
staff will be held on Sunday, Jan. 13, at 3:00 p.m., at Pilgrim Lutheran Church in
Menomonee Falls, W156 N5436 Bette Dr. Mr. Jim Brandt will be installed as
Academic Dean and Mr. John Sebald will be installed as Mission Advancement Chief
Development Officer. Everyone is invited to attend as we ask the Lord to bless the
ministries of two more staff members at WLHS!
Less than thirty years after
Martin Luther’s death, in the
town of Riobamba in the
Spanish territory known as the
viceroyalty of Peru, and at the
foot of what was then
considered the world’s highest
mountain, a man simply known
as “the Lutheran” arrived. The
story goes that he was
suspected of being Lutheran
because he talked about being saved by Jesus without a word about the Virgin Mary
or any of the saints.
“The Lutheran” didn’t last long in Riobamba. The townspeople’s suspicions quickly
turned into hate, and then into action. With the fervor that accompanied the festival
of Saint Peter, the man who represented salvation by grace alone was dragged into
the town square in front of the cathedral and hacked to death with swords. When
word of the action reached Philip the IV of Spain, the king he was so impressed with
the enthusiastic execution carried out by the people of Riobamba that he granted
them the great honor of a royal coat of arms for their town. The year was 1575.
443 years later, fellow Lutheran missionary Nathan Schulte and I walked into the
town square of the same village (now in the country of Ecuador). We saw the same
facade of the church in front of which “the Lutheran” had been executed (the rest of
the building was destroyed in an earthquake, but the ornately carved stone facade
that presided over the martyrdom in 1575 still stands today). High on the municipal
building at the center of the town’s coat of arms, a Lutheran face looks out over the
square with two swords pointed towards it.
And we took selfies.
But I didn’t go all the way to Ecuador for a selfie. I made the trip (I live with my family
in Mexico) to take part in a little of the work there in Ecuador and join Nathan and
Phil Strackbein (the other missionary who lives in Ecuador) in a full day of planning of
how the precious message of salvation by grace alone would be taken to the people
of Ecuador. Our missionaries have only been in Ecuador for six months, but, so far,
they are being met with more open doors than swords.
My trip last month not only took me to Ecuador, but also to Paraguay, Argentina, and
southern Mexico. At those stops I met people who, as they take classes online or inperson, were sharing it with others. I spent two entire days studying with a man in
northern Argentina who, at the end of my last day, showed me the lot he owns
where he plans to build a church and where the pure gospel will be shared. I visited
the humble home of a man in southern Mexico who filled his small living room with
family and friends so that we could talk about Jesus.
As I had the privilege to move freely and study the Bible with people in Latin America,
I couldn’t help but think of “the Lutheran” of Riobamba, perhaps the first Lutheran in
this part of the world. How could I complain about staying in an accurately-priced
$13-a-night hotel room or spending half a day in a Paraguayan bus station when I
compared what I had to go through to those who have gone before? By God’s grace,
501 years after the Reformation, we have an open door for the gospel in places
where once we did not. Through online classes, on-the-ground missionaries,
occasional visits and, above all else, by the power of the life-changing gospel, people
are telling people, disciples are making disciples who make disciples, and the name of
Jesus is being shared in Latin America.
Written by: Rev. Andrew Johnston, Missionary in Latin America

From the
President
As you may have heard, over 160
individuals and families have committed
over $1,200,000 to our Gifted & Growing
Capital Campaign which will, in turn, allow
us to expand our current facilities.
Folks, that is a tremendous amount of
money!
Now, some people may look at that from a
“glass half-empty” perspective since we
were praying for a somewhat larger
amount of financial support.
But not me! We can either be satisfied
with what our Lord provides for us – or we
can choose to be upset, disappointed and
even angry. It’s our choice to make.
“Keep your lives free from the love of
money and be content with what you have,
because God has said, ‘Never will I leave
you; never will I forsake you.’” – Hebrews
13:5
So now, we move forward again, content
with what our Lord has given us to
translate into “bricks and mortar.”
And to that end, our Building Committee
had their first official meeting just a couple
weeks ago. As you might expect, there is
much preliminary work to accomplish
before even one single spade of dirt is
turned over.
Please pray for these
fourteen individual members as they go
about their work.
I’m reminded of a recent song performed
by Matt Maher, “Hope For Everyone.” If
you need a bit of encouragement, go to:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XThP8qEio4
“Praise the Lord, you his servants; praise
the name of the Lord. Let the name of the
Lord be praised, both now and
forevermore. From the rising of the sun to
the place where it sets, the name of the
Lord is to be praised.” – Psalm 113:1-3
Hope you and your family have a most
joyous New Year – and see you in church!
- Gene Szaj

