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One of those so-called friends who no doubt
had an effect on Rodgers is a preacher by
the name of Rob Bell. Rodgers talked about
their friendship in a 2017 interview with
ESPN the Magazine. In his book “How to Be
Here,” Bell questions the traditional teaching of hell.
Beloved Green Bay Packers quarterback, Aaron Rodgers,
recently made headlines, not for his outstanding play in the
NFC Championship Game, but for the comments he made
about religion. On his girlfriend Danica Patrick’s podcast
Rodgers questioned the existence of God:

“I don't know how you can believe in a God who
wants to condemn most of the planet...to a
fiery hell. What type of loving, sensitive,
omnipresent, omnipotent being wants to
condemn most of his beautiful creation to a
fiery hell at the end of all this?”
-- Aaron Rodgers
Having grown up in a solid Christian
family, these recent comments have
only served to distance the
quarterback from his family, making
the relationship even rockier than it
was before.
Several weeks ago,
Rodger’s father, Ed Rodgers, identified
the issue that has driven a wedge
between them as this: “Fame can
change things.”

“I

had some good
friendships along the
way that helped
me figure out
what exactly I
wanted to believe in.”
-- Aaron Rodgers

It isn’t hard to understand the reason why Aaron Rodgers and
others would want to jettison such a doctrine. First of all, it
no longer fits with our cultural standards. (Current standards
proclaim that all paths lead to God, whereas the Scriptures clearly
teach Jesus as our only way to the Father – John 14:6.) It can be

hard to think that people we work with, people who are our
friends, or even people we are related to by blood could be
separated from us and from God for all eternity. Relax! It’s
easier to simply believe that there is no hell. But that does
not change reality.
It is true that many people in our world who were brought up
with God’s Word as a regular part of their lives have
“exchanged the truth about God for a lie” (Romans 1:25). It
might be hard to determine exactly why it is that Aaron
Rodgers now believes the way that he does. But his
comments clearly show that he lacks
depth of spiritual understanding. He
fails to recognize that God’s “beautiful
creation” has been destroyed—ruined
as a result of mankind’s fall into sin. He
makes no mention of the solution to a
“fiery hell” that God provided to us free
of charge – God’s one and only Son,
who suffered and died to take away
each and every one of our sins. Rodgers
questions God’s love and refuses to
believe what the Lord God reveals to us
about his very heart when he says, “This
is good, and pleases God our Savior,
who wants all people to be saved and to
come to a knowledge of the truth”
(1 Timothy 2:3-4).
What can we do? Now is not the time to
RELAX! We must continue to proclaim the truth of God’s
Word, and pray that the Lord would open the hearts of those
who hear it to come to a knowledge of the truth.

Annual Voters’ Meeting
Annual Reports and the Election of Officers are on the Agenda for
our Annual Voters’ Meeting on Tuesday, February 4, at 6:30 p.m.
Please join us in the Fellowship Hall as we go about our Father’s
business. Thanks much!

Open Forums
Two Open Forums will be held in the week ahead to discuss a
potential Re-Alignment of our School Administration in
preparation for our entrance into our newly-expanded facility and
in addressing our increased ministry opportunities. You need to
be aware of the proposed changes and your input and discussion
are important to us. The Open Forums will be held following the
Voters’ Meeting on February 4th, and on Sunday, February 9th,
at 11:45 a.m.

Sunday Morning Bible Study
Pastor James Becker, former faculty member at Wisconsin
Lutheran High School and now retired, will be here for another
few weeks. He is leading us in a very interesting presentation
regarding “Lessons from the Past,” a study of biblical archeology.
Please join us for his final presentations. Come early for coffee,
donuts, and fellowship followed by food for the soul. On Sunday,
February 16, Laura Harstad from WELS Kingdom Workers will be
here to tell us about the work of this parasynodical organization,
and how we might get involved. The last Sunday of February
(2/23) we will have Pastor Kevin Hundley with us to tell us more
about our WELS Planned Giving.

CALL UPDATE
Please continue to keep Mr. Schleis in your prayers as he
deliberates the call that he recently received from St. John’s
Lutheran Church and School in Libertyville, Illinois. At our last Call
Meeting, the congregation’s voters called Mr. Alexander Hunt,
who is currently serving at Good Shepherd, in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota, to serve as a teacher in our third grade classroom. Please
keep them and their families in your prayers as they deliberate
these Calls. May the Holy Spirit lead them to decisions where the
Lord might best utilize their gifts in his kingdom. Your thoughts
and comments are welcomed!
We will be sharing pulpits again
with Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church
in Waukesha beginning on Ash
Wednesday, February 26, and
continuing through the 6
weeks of Lent. Please join us
at the foot of the cross as we
review his innocent suffering
and death for us. “The Son of God
Goes Forth To War” will be our theme for the
Lenten Season. More details will be forthcoming as
we approach the Lenten Season.

God has richly
blessed
our
Capital
Campaign
efforts in 2019.
The end of 2019
CA PITA L CA MPA IGN
revealed that
we have already received $836,611 toward the $2
million that we need to complete the school addition
that is taking shape. All praise and glory to God!
Heartfelt thanks to everyone who has given so much to
this vital goal. For those who made a financial
commitment to the campaign, fulfillment of your
commitment over the next 20 months is eagerly
anticipated. Whether you made a commitment or not,
each gift is deeply appreciated. As a reminder, please
be sure to use the monthly blue envelope for your
Capital Campaign gifts so that your gift is allocated
correctly. If not using the blue envelope, please
indicate on your check or on the envelope you are
using, the amount to be allocated to the Capital
Campaign. Thank you!

MATCHING OPPORTUNITY
UPDATE FOR 2020
A total of $126,829 in a combination of additional
commitments and immediate gifts was received in
2019. This is 84% of our goal of $150,000. Add the
match and the combined total is $253,658. With just
slightly over $23,000 left to reach the combined target
of $300,000, success is growing closer week by week.
Thank you for your generous gifts. Any additional gifts
will continue to be matched to reach the $300,000 goal.

SUMMER CARE REGISTRATION OPEN
This program will offer a Christ-centered safe place for
children to go during the summer months with
organized enrichment and educational opportunities,
field trips, and structured fun throughout. We will be
offering flexibility in scheduling with a price structure
modeled after our current ELC/Extended Care Program.
For questions regarding summer care, please go
www.starofbethlehem.org or don’t hesitate to reach
out to Mrs. Yass, who will serve as the Director for the
program at michelle.yass@starofbethlehem.org.

Our Monday Evening
Bible Study
now thru March 9

th

Materials will be made
available online for
anyone wishing to go
through this study at
home on their own.

WELS Youth Rally
The WELS International Youth Rally
will take place this summer (June 2326, 2020) at the University of
Tennessee in Knoxville with the theme
“2020 Vision.” Interested in attending?
Please contact Pastor Schwartz
(jschwartz@starofbethlehem.org) and
look for more information coming
soon.

STAR MEN’S & YOUTH
BASKETBALL LEAGUES
Our Star Men’s Basketball League is
approaching the middle
of the season. We
just had a couple
weeks off due to
weather.
We’re
looking forward to
resuming
again
this
weekend, Jan. 26. Your Star team is
competing well with the other teams.
Our games are at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday
nights. Admission is free. Fan support
is welcomed. Good luck to our Star
men on the remainder of the season.
Our Star Youth Basketball Team is just
beginning its season. Games are held
at various gyms. Good luck to our Star
Youth Team on your basketball
season!

Custom Sign
Painting Fundraiser
Your Home and School Association has
partnered with Nova Designs of
Milwaukee to bring you a fun night of
wooden sign painting, wine sipping
and cheese sampling. 100% of the
profits goes back to our school! The
event takes place Saturday, February
8th, at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Your $55 registration fee includes your
custom sign as well as different
selections of wine and cheese. Please
register
online
at
https://www.novadesignswi.com/givin
g-back or complete a registration form
on the display table in the church or
school.

News from WLHS

Thank you from Northside
Lutheran Ministries

“GAINING GROUND”—Thank you for your support
of Wisconsin Lutheran High School and “Gaining
Ground.” To date, $886,000 has been contributed
toward the goal of $1 million. There is still time.
To be a part of this opportunity to help WLHS
acquire additional land and meet the needs of our
803+ students, visit: wlhs.org/giving.

Thanks to all of you who
contributed
to
Northside
Lutheran Ministries during the
month of December, either with
food, clothing, Christmas gifts,
or financial donations. These
gifts would be meaningless
without the worship of Jesus
Christ.
That’s what people
celebrate when they come to
Northside for Bible studies and
worship. They thank you for
your generous gifts of love and
worship.

Kids Carnival—Step right up and try your luck at
over 45 fun games! Wisconsin Lutheran High
School is hosting a kids carnival on Sunday,
February 16, from 1:00-3:30. Children age 3
through fourth grade are invited to play games,
meet live animals, and participate in other fun
activities. Purchase 20 game tokens for $3 or a $5
wristband that includes 20 tokens and admission
to the magician show and bounce house. Parents
and grandparents are admitted free of charge and
are encouraged to bring their cameras for some
great photo opportunities.
WLHS Spring Musical—The Tony award-winning
production of Disney's Newsies is coming to the
WLHS stage. Performances are Friday, March 6
and Saturday, March 7, at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday,
March 8, at 1:30 p.m. Tickets may be purchased
online or through the mail-in ticket form at
wlhs.org/finearts, or also at the reception window
of WLHS Central Office. Tickets purchased online
or through mail-in order will be assigned and
available for pickup at Central Office. The cost is
$10 for adults and $5 for children (through eighth
grade).
Spaghetti Supper—Before the Friday, March 6,
performance, enjoy an evening of spaghetti and
songs presented by the Choir Association,
featuring Wisco Kids and Inspiration choirs. The
meal will be served in the cafeteria from 4:30-7:00
p.m. Tickets will be sold at the door, adults $10
and children $8.
Wisco is proud to announce
that Coach Jason Goede,
head girls track coach, has
been recognized by the
National Federation of State
High School Associations
(NFHS) as the 2019 Wisconsin
Girls Track & Field Coach of
the Year. Previously, he received recognition from
the US Track & Field and Cross Country Coaches
Association for that same honor. Congratulations
to Coach Goede and his staff and team for earning
this well-deserved recognition. What a great
example of the faithful application of God's gifts at
Wisconsin Lutheran High School!

What does 2020 hold for
Northside?
Northside Lutheran Ministries
has survived a few challenging
years. But it is evident that God
is with Northside and is blessing
it with people who have come to
appreciate the message of God’s
love for them. They depend on
it. It has made a big difference
in their lives. They look for that
to continue.
We are working to expand our
ministry by remodeling the
upstairs of the ministry center so
that
we
could
provide
temporary shelter for people
getting out of jail until they can
find a more permanent shelter
or a home to live in. We would
also have the opportunity to
share the promise of eternal life
in Jesus Christ with them to give
them hope and strength to
make changes in their lives.
There are many stories of
people changing their lives after
becoming
involved
with
Northside. We know that will
continue to happen with God’s
blessings.
Please keep Northside Lutheran
Ministries and its members in
your hopes and prayers. Your
support and gifts of food and
clothing are greatly appreciated
by the people who are there.
Send donations to:
Northside Lutheran Ministries
P.O. Box 13063
Milwaukee, WI 53226
Physical Location:
2533 W. North Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53206
(414) 933-9700

Core Exercises: Why strengthen
your core muscles?
Submitted by Susan Abel, BSN, RN, Parish Nurse
Source: Mayo Clinic

Definition of Core Muscles: the muscles
around your trunk and pelvis.

Core exercises improve your balance and
stability
Core exercises train the muscles in your pelvis, lower back, hips and
abdomen to work in harmony. This leads to better balance and
stability, whether on the playing field or in daily activities. In fact,
most sports and other physical activities depend on stable core
muscles.

Core exercises don't require specialized equipment or a gym
membership
Any exercise that involves the use of your abdominal and back
muscles in coordinated fashion counts as a core exercise. For
example, using free weights in a manner that involves maintaining a
stable trunk can train and strengthen several of your muscles,
including your core muscles.
You may also try several specific core exercises to stabilize and
strengthen your core. Some examples of core exercises include
planks, sit-ups and fitness ball exercises.
A bridge is another example of a classic core exercise. Lie on your
back with your knees bent. Keep your back in a neutral position, not
arched and not pressed into the floor. Avoid tilting your hips. Tighten
your abdominal muscles. Raise your hips off the floor until your hips
are aligned with your knees and shoulders. Hold the position for as
long as you can without breaking your form.

Online Giving - NEW for 2020!
Using the church website to set up your donations (online
giving) is something that was recently approved by the church
council here at Star of Bethlehem. Many other WELS churches
offer online giving as a convenient electronic way to make
donations. Online giving is something you have 100% control
of by setting everything up yourself securely through the Star
of Bethlehem website.
Brand NEW! Do it Yourself! Visit www.starofbethlehem.org
Locate & click “Donate” on the home page or go direct by
www.starofbethlehem.org/donate
Easy to Use One-time account set up
Convenient Set up reoccurring donations and one-time
donations. No limits on the dollar amounts.
Designate General Operating Fund or
Gifted and Growing Building Fund
*Fees 0.25% of the donation amount when set up
using a bank account number.
2.75% of the donation amount when set up
using a debit card number.
Option to offset the fee is available during the
online donation set up and will add to donation
total. Otherwise the fee will be paid by Star of
Bethlehem.
Methods Bank accounts, debit cards
Secure processed by large trusted national payment
solutions company.
Giving History Access for to up to six months
*Please note that the payment solutions company charges Star of Bethlehem
fees as noted above unless the fee is paid by the donor.

Strong core muscles make it easier to do most physical
activities

From the President

Strong core muscles make it easier to do many activities, such as
swing a golf club, get a glass from the top shelf and bend down to tie
your shoes. Weak core muscles can also leave you susceptible to poor
posture, lower back pain and muscle injuries. Strengthening core
muscles may also help improve back pain.

As this is being written, there are only a few more days left
before my term as church president comes to an end. It’s been
five full years in which I’ve served in this capacity but now it’s
time for someone else to take my place. The upcoming
th
February 4 Voters’ Meeting will be electing a new church
president – along with several other open ministry positions –
so please come to this important meeting!

Outreach Team

WELS Journeys – Star of Bethlehem is excited to team with
Mission Journeys by sending a Team to Risen Savior Lutheran in
Lakewood Ranch, Florida. The week will begin by canvassing in
the area surrounding the church with fellow congregation
members. Your Mission Journeys Team will connect with the
community while sharing the Word and helping promote the
Easter event on April 4. The week wraps up by helping with
setup and coordination of the Easter event. Your Team will be
flying from Milwaukee to Sarasota and will be hosted by Risen
Savior families. Want to learn more about how you can join or
support
this
effort?
Contact
Karl
Metzger
(kametzger3@gmail.com) to learn more!

At times like this, I guess it’s normal to reflect on “what went
right” during those five years, while at the same time, thinking
about those areas that could have been improved upon or
gone better. From my standpoint, there were many areas in
which I certainly could have done a better job. All I can say is
that I tried my very best to serve in a God-pleasing manner.
This much is certain for sure: I received far more than I was
able to give in terms of advice, counsel, knowledge, guidance,
and instruction. It was truly humbling to be surrounded by so
many others within the Star of Bethlehem community that
were (and still are!) willing to serve. Their support during those
five years were critical.
So, this is “goodbye” for now. Oh, I’ll still be around – but
motorhome trips are beckoning!
See you in church – and bible study!
Gene Szaj

