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Look to Jesus
The symptoms are obvious. The question is: What do you
do?
You’ve got discomfort in the chest and pain running down
your arm, sweating and nausea. What do you do? Ignore it
and hope it goes away? That would probably not be
the wisest thing to do. Convince yourself that it is not
something very serious? That would also not be
advisable.
You’ve got a spot of skin on your head that is slightly
raised, different in color, and seems to
be growing and changing over time.
What do you do? Ignore it and hope it
goes away? That would probably not
be the wisest thing to do. Convince yourself that it is
not something very serious? That would also not be
advisable.
You’ve got a room in your basement that always
smells funky. Whenever you move anything you
notice stains on the floor and little brown “sprinkles”
everywhere. What do you do? Ignore it and hope it
goes away? That would probably not be the wisest
thing to do. Convince yourself that it is not something
very serious? That would also not be advisable.
You’ve got a world that constantly is leading you into
disappointment and fear. Hospitals and
prisons are full. There are continual
reports of acts of violence being
carried out in schools, workplaces,
and homes. What do you do? Ignore it
and hope it goes away? That would
probably not be the wisest thing to do.
Convince yourself that it is not something very
serious? That would also not be advisable.

The symptoms of this world
are obvious. You would
have to be living under a
rock to not see them and
experience
them.
Unfortunately, we humans are very good at trying to
come up with our own explanations, our own reasoning,
and our own diagnosis. We are good and trying to treat
the symptom instead of looking for the source.
The season of Lent takes us back to the source. It’s
our sin. The sin of man that began with the fall of
Adam and Eve. The sin of man that infects us
all…and condemns us all. Once God’s word helps us
to understand the source of sin and the
hopelessness of our situation,
we can begin to look for a cure.
Again, only God’s word can
supply it and it can only come
through our Savior Jesus.
What did God say after mankind ruined the world
by following Satan’s lies? He said to the serpent,
“And I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he
will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”
Notice who God says will do this. He will. He will
restore peace between us and him. And how
would this be accomplished? Through a warrior,
the descendant of man who would be God in the
flesh, to crush the work of the devil. A warrior who
would give up his life for us…only to take it up
again in victory. Sin would be washed away. The
devil would be crushed. We would be free and
made at peace with God.
We can’t ignore the symptoms of sin in our world.
They are everywhere. We dare not think they aren’t
serious. History and common sense tells us otherwise.
Look to Jesus, in every situation, in every need, for every
relief and every comfort. The battle is his, and he is the
warrior who has won and who always will win for you.

“The Son of God Goes Forth to War”
is our theme this Lenten Season
between Ash Wednesday, Feb. 26,
and Easter, April 12. The pastors at
Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church in
Waukesha will be exchanging
pulpits with us and serving as
our guest speakers.
Your
pastors will also be sharing
God’s Word with you and the
members at Mt. Calvary.
Join us every
Wednesday for our Services at 4:00 and 6:30 p.m.
This week, The Promised Warrior will be our focus. May the
Holy Spirit move us to gather at the foot of Jesus’ cross every
week as we see how The Son of God Goes Forth To War to
battle and triumph over our fiercest foes.
Additional topics in the coming weeks include: Hidden Warrior,
Skirmishes, Reconnaissance Report, Rejected by Many, Facing
Satan’s Ally: the World and many more until the final cry of
Victory!
Another Voters’ Meeting to call for a 3rd
grade teacher will be held on Tuesday,
March 10, at 6:30 p.m. All of our voters
are encouraged to serve as the Lord’s
instruments in calling that individual
whom he desires to teach the 3rd
Grade’s precious lambs here at Star of
Bethlehem Lutheran School.

Call

Meeting

Lenten Suppers
Supper will be served each Wednesday between Services to
enable you to attend the Services. You are asked to please
sign up for the meal on the sheet on the back counter in the
Gathering Area, so that our Food Committee has a good idea
on how many people to plan and prepare for. Thanks much to
our Food Committee for your preparation for these helpful and
delicious meals. If you can assist with setup, serving or
cleanup, it would be greatly appreciated!

Call Updates
Mr. Alex Hunt of Sioux Falls, SD has returned the Call to teach
3rd Grade next year. Mr. Landon Zacharyasz of Appleton, WI
has received our Call to serve as our Principal. Mr. Timothy
Mueller, Jr. has received a part-time one year call to serve as
our Director of Development. Mr. Micah Walz has just received
a call to teach 8th Grade and serve as Athletic Director at St.
Paul’s in Columbus, OH. May the Lord bless all of them and
their families as they prayerfully consider where the Lord
desires to use their gifts for the benefit of his kingdom.

I rejoiced with whose who said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
Psalm 122:1

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Mr. Steve Zellmer, former faculty member at WLHS and
now retired, will be leading the next segment of our
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class. His topic will be the
Gospel of John. This topic will be during the 5 weeks of
March. Please join us in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday
from 9:20-10:10 a.m. Come early for donuts, coffee and
fellowship before food for the soul.
FRIDAY’S EARLY BIRD BIBLE STUDY
Our Friday morning Bible Class
meets in the Conference Room each
Friday at 8:00 a.m. We are presently
studying the Book of Proverbs. The class
meets from 8:00-9:00 a.m. Bring a
Bible or use one of ours. All other
materials are provided. Join our early birds on any Friday.
The room is filling up, however, we’ll be happy to make
room for more, or find another spot.

Seniors
Please try to attend the spring musical at WLHS this
month. Disney’s Newsies is the title of the play. The play
will be presented on Friday, March 6, at 7:30 p.m.,
Saturday, March 7, at 7:30 p.m., and on Sunday, March 8,
at 1:30 p.m. Tickets are $10 and may be purchased at the
door. If you want to attend the Spaghetti Dinner before
the play, between 4:30 and 7:00 p.m., tickets are also $10
and may be purchased at the door. If anyone needs a ride,
Pastor G will be attending the play and the dinner on
Friday night. The Wisco Kids and Inspiration will be
performing throughout the dinner.

Parents and teens (incoming freshmen to graduating high
school seniors) are invited to attend an Informational
Meeting on Sunday, March 8, at 11:45 a.m., regarding the
2020 WELS International Youth Rally in Knoxville, TN on
June 23-26. This meeting is not just for those who plan to
attend, but also for anyone who wants to know more or is
undecided.

Men’s Basketball League
Your Star men’s basketball team is still
looking for its first win in 2020. The
team is competing well against everyone.
Due to a couple of snow-dates, the league
now will run through the end of March. Good luck, Star men,
on the remainder of your season.

News from WLHS
“GAINING GROUND”—

Easter Plants
There is a signup sheet on the counter in the
Gathering Area for anyone who wants to
donate a plant for our Easter Services. Various
plants and different prices are available. Please
designate also if your plant is given in memory
of someone or for a special occasion. Please
sign up as soon as possible so that our order
can be submitted.
Thank you for your
donations so we can beautify God’s house for a
joyous Easter celebration!

Thanks be to God our
current Gaining Ground
campaign exceeded its $1
million goal by the January
31 deadline. Many donors, a
number of them new,
supported this effort and we
thank them as well. The land
acquisition is now in the final
stages of closing. WLHS president Dr. Ken
Fisher said, "Wisco is so grateful for your
partnership and prayers. Every conference
congregation agreed to participate in
Gaining Ground and without that support
it would have been impossible. God be
praised for what he can do through his
people!"

Bowling Event
Our Annual Bowling Event and Silent Auction for
tuition assistance (Star Student Fund) will be held
at the New Berlin Bowl on Sunday, March 15.
Please arrive by 12:30 if you desire to bowl. Cost
is $12 per person which includes shoe rental and
2 games. Pay when you arrive. Silent auction
items are needed and can be brought to Jodi in
the office. A signup sheet is on the counter in the
Gathering Area. All the proceeds will benefit the
Star Student Fund for Christian education
assistance. Thank you
for supporting
this
worthy
cause!

Men’s Softball
A signup sheet is placed on the back counter in
the Gathering Area for this summer’s men’s
softball team. The City requires you to sign the
sheet on the counter. Something new this year is
a personal registration form for each player. Your
individual forms are available from Jodi in the
Administrative Office. We hope to be in a
Tuesday Night League again at Malone Park.
Usually, weather permitting, our leagues begin
the last week of April. Please
take care of the registration
process as soon as possible.
Teams are limited to 20 players
who must be 18 years old and
over.

How Can You Help?
The 2020 WLHS Dinner Auction, the
premier fundraising event at Wisconsin
Lutheran High School, will be held on
Saturday, April 4, 2020. Your participation
allows you to have a personal role in
supporting the success and spiritual lives of
our students.
WLHS Mission Advancement office is
looking
for
item
donations
and
sponsorships. Donations can include:
tickets to athletic or musical events,
kitchen decorations, toys, handy-man
tools, pet accessories, bath products, and
more! Or, purchase an ad for the auction
booklet to promote your business. For
more information click here. Items should
be dropped off at the high school by
Friday, March 13.

A THANK YOU FROM WELS
Thank you to all congregations who gave
Congregation Mission Offerings (CMO)
totaling more than $21,242,962 in 2019!
Also, thanks to the 99 percent of
congregations who submitted their 2020
CMO subscriptions and the 96 percent of
congregations who submitted their 2019
statistics by the Feb. 7 deadline. We
praise God and commend you for your
partnership in Christ’s kingdom.

New Beginnings is hosting a
Baby Pantry on March 12th at
10am at St. John's on the Hillside
(804 W Vliet St, Milwaukee, WI
53205). The baby pantry is
intended for families located in
the Milwaukee area who are in
need. We will share a devotion
and provide donations of
children's clothes, toys, and
more.
Interested individuals should
contact us at (414) 376-0595 or
carmelitaa@homeformothers.com
to sign-up.
Established in 1993, New Beginnings A Home for Mothers is a WELS-based
home for single mothers and their
children located in Milwaukee. New
Beginnings is the daughter agency of
Christian Life Resources, and prior to
moving to Milwaukee, New Beginnings
operated in Colorado.

WELS WOMEN WRITERS
CONFERENCE
WELS Women’s Ministry is
excited
to
partner
with
Northwestern Publishing House
to host the WELS Women
Writers Conference, April 24-25,
2020, in Waukesha, Wis. If
you're a woman writer, this is
your opportunity to explore the
world of writing and publishing
with ample time to network and
meet other writers. The
conference is open to beginning
and experienced writers to
provide spiritual support in the
vocation of writing as well as
practical help and resources for
writing improvement.
Register to get a free tour of
Northwestern Publishing House
and WELS Center for Mission
and Ministry the first day of the
conference at 2:30 p.m. by emailing your name and request
to
join
at
womensministry@wels.net.

This is love: not that we loved
God, but that he loved us and
sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins. 1 John 4:10

Not all low-calorie sweeteners
are created equal
Submitted by Susan Abel, BSN, RN, Parish Nurse

Researchers randomly assigned 123 overweight
or obese people to drink roughly 40 to 60 oz. a
day of Kool-Aid sweetened with either sugar,
aspartame (Equal), saccharin (Sweet‘N Low), stevia
extract (Truvia), or sucralose (Splenda). Heavier
participants got larger servings.
After 12 weeks, the sugar group had gained 4 pounds and the saccharin
group had gained 2½ pounds. The stevia and aspartame groups
gained—and the sucralose group lost—about 1½ pounds, but those
changes weren’t statistically significant.
What to do: Avoid sugary beverages, but don’t assume that all lowcalorie sweeteners are equal. Stevia (Truvia) is the safest, because
aspartame, sucralose, and saccharin cause cancer in animals.

Online Giving - NEW for 2020!
Using the church website to set up your donations (online
giving) is something that was recently approved by the
church council here at Star of Bethlehem. Many other WELS
churches offer online giving as a convenient electronic way
to make donations. Online giving is something you have
100% control of by setting everything up yourself securely
through the Star of Bethlehem website.
Brand NEW! Do it Yourself! Visit www.starofbethlehem.org
Locate & click “Donate” on the home page or go direct by
www.starofbethlehem.org/donate
Easy to Use One-time account set up
Convenient Set up reoccurring donations and one-time
donations. No limits on the dollar amounts.
Designate General Operating Fund or
Gifted and Growing Building Fund

A randomized controlled trial contrasting the effects of 4 low-calorie
sweeteners and sucrose on body weight in adults with overweight or obesity .
Richard D Mattes. The American Journal of Clinical Nutrition, Volume 109, Issue
5, May 2019, Pages 1288–1301, https://doi.org/10.1093/ajcn/nqy381

*Fees 0.25% of the donation amount when set up
using a bank account number.
2.75% of the donation amount when set up
using a debit card number.
Option to offset the fee is available during the
online donation set up and will add to donation
total. Otherwise the fee will be paid by Star of
Bethlehem.

GENERAL FUND OFFERINGS THROUGH 2/16/20
$175,000
$150,000

$167,811
$144,677

$125,000

Methods Bank accounts, debit cards
Secure processed by large trusted national payment
solutions company.

$100,000

Giving History Access for to up to six months

$75,000

*Please note that the payment solutions company charges Star of
Bethlehem fees as noted above unless the fee is paid by the donor.

$50,000
$25,000

From the Nominations Team

$-
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PRIOR YEAR YTD

To celebrate the
college's
25th
anniversary, Martin
Luther
College
(MLC) and the
Conference
of
Presidents invite all
churches
and
individuals to prayerfully
participate in a two-year capital
campaign, "Equipping Christian Witnesses" (ECW). Lord-willing,
we hope to equip even more pastors, staff ministers, and
teachers! Please assist us with 1) recruitment of potential
students, 2) student financial assistance, and 3) a new residence
hall and an athletic facility.
By God’s grace we’ve already received 1,650 gifts, pledges, and
commitments from 1,330 individuals and groups totaling
$1,260,000, for which we praise Jesus and thank our WELS
members.

The Nomination Committee (Pastor Nitz, Jeremy Belter, Nick
Beyer, Karl Metzger, Chase Robles and Gene Szaj) wishes to
express a sincere and heartfelt thank you! to the following
members that have completed their terms and served so
very well in their respective roles:







Patrick Daley – Elders Board
Dan Faherty – Elders Board
Stephan Hoffmann – Elders Board
Mark Eschenbacher – School Board
John Hudock – School Board
Nathan Koepke – School Board

Additionally, the Nomination Committee wishes to announce
that the following members were elected at the February 4,
2020 Annual Voters’ Meeting as follows:








Cal Patterson – Treasurer
Tom Luepke – Elders Board
Gibby Loberg – Elders Board
Doug Saugstad – School Board
Brad Wetzel – School Board
Heath Butler – School Board
Chuck Wichmann – Expenditure Coordinator

