Given the ongoing communications we are putting together to keep you as informed as possible, we
will not be producing a regular newsletter for the month of April. The uncertainty as to when we
might be able to resume normal operations makes it difficult to construct a calendar of events.
Dear Members of our Star of Bethlehem family;
(We share with you a letter from our Synod President Mark Schroeder)

After earlier practicing the “Safer at Home” directive, Governor Evers has now extended it through the
month of April. The directive effectively closes all Wisconsin businesses and entities other than those
that are deemed essential. Other states have issued, or likely will issue, similar directives.
Already after the first restrictions were imposed, many WELS congregations found ways to continue to
serve their members with God’s Word and with new and different types of worship formats. I am
thankful at the way so many of our congregations have put these things into place with only brief
notice, and pray they will be able to continue in those efforts.
On Sunday, my wife and I worshiped via an online worship service provided by my home congregation.
The service that was broadcast was a complete service with the normal liturgy, hymns and prayers.
Before we began, we wondered just how “worshipful” such a service would be. But by the time the
service was over, we agreed that it was one of the most meaningful and most moving worship
experiences we had ever had.
First, we were reminded of the power of God’s Word and the comfort of the Gospel is not in any way
diminished by the way it is delivered. We heard Law and Gospel. We were assured of our forgiveness
in Christ. We were directed as always to the cross and empty tomb. Our faith was nourished and our
trust in God’s promises was strengthened.
Second, I couldn’t help but think that being prevented from gathering physically with other believers
helped to renew our appreciation for corporate worship, where believers gather not only for the
Means of Grace, but also to provide encouragement and love to each other.
Perhaps God will use this experience to lead our WELS members to never take public worship for
granted again. Perhaps he will also use this entire crisis as a time to draw many in our nation to see
the value of faith and the Word of God.
Finally, we were not alone in our experience. Congregations
around the Synod moved quickly to see to it that the Word of
God would not be silenced. Worship services were streamed live
in many places. Devotions and sermons were posted online.
Materials and words of comfort and instruction were sent via
email. Pastors assured their members that they continue to be
ready to serve their flocks whenever called upon to do so.
I pray that the need for online remote worship will end soon. In
the meantime, I will join you in thanking God that his Word will
not be silenced. As he has told us, “My Word will not return to
me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the
purpose for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11).
Serving with you in Christ,
WELS President Mark Schroeder

PASTORAL CARE. There is no substitute for in-person pastoral care. But we pastors can
communicate with our flock and communicate the comfort and guidance of God’s Word
in ways that do not violate quarantines or require physical contact. Videos, podcasts,
email, texting, telephoning, etc. are ways that pastoral contact can be maintained.
Of course, pastors do have the responsibility to minister to their members even
when it may put them as risk. Common sense will guide us in not taking unnecessary
risks involving our own health or the health of the others that we serve. When it
becomes necessary, your pastors will be privileged to carry out our pastoral
responsibilities, as we place ourselves firmly into the hands of a gracious God for
protection. Your pastors are practicing regular office hours during this health emergency.
Don’t hesitate to all us at 262-286-2900. Also feel free to reach us at our cell numbers
24-7; Pastor Gawrisch 262-825-7638, Pastor Nitz 262-352-7305, or Pastor
Schwartz 262-505-4272.
HOLY COMMUNION. If anyone desires to receive the Lord’s Supper during this time
of “Social Distancing,” your pastors will be happy to make arrangements for you to
receive private communion. Just call the church @ (262)786-2900 or call any of us at our
personal numbers to arrange for a time to come in.
We are encouraging you to observe “Safer at Home” in our war against the
virus right now. We look forward to celebrating the Lord’s Supper with all
of you once the health dangers are past.
SPECIAL SERVICES. We are getting
closer to “Live Streaming” of our
Worship Services. WE PLAN TO DO SO
BEGINNING THIS SUNDAY! The service
will be streamed at 9:30 a.m. You can
click on the picture to the left to access
the link to YouTube. The link will also be
available on our web page, at
www.starofbethlehem.org.
Thank you to those on our Technology
Team who are making the necessary
equipment modifications to make that
possible for you.
Our Palm Sunday Service, Maundy Thursday Service, Good Friday Service and our Easter Celebration
Service will all be made available to you. We thank several members of our choir, who have provided
hymn singing, and musical enhancements for these special services during this time. Please join your
Star of Bethlehem family in worshiping each week, including Holy Week and our
Easter celebration of our Lord’s resurrection during the health
crisis. May the Lord restore us to regular worship in his house as
soon as possible. In the meanwhile, there is much good in being
able to “Live Stream” our Services to you and many others in the
future through this capability. Let us know what you think, or if you
have any future suggestions.

(Go to www.starofbethlehem.org for our recent and future worship services, including Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday, and our Easter Celebration Service. Just click “Online Worship” in the lower left hand corner of the first
page. It will take you to our Star of Bethlehem worship services. May the Lord richly bless us as we worship our
God together in this manner, until he permits us to gather once again with our fellow brothers and sisters in
Christ within our worship facility. Please pray for our Lord to enable that to happen soon.)

GIFTS AND OFFERINGS. Many people have asked about their offerings during this time. Our
congregation relies on the first-fruit giving of our members and school tuition dollars to support our
Gospel ministry. The tuition continues to be paid as the school has shifted to virtual learning. We
recognize that the bulk of our ministry costs is for our workers and supporting our synod’s
missionaries, worker training schools and Wisco.
As we ask our gracious Lord to bless us and trust his provision for us, we ask you to consider the
following:
1) Please prayerfully consider your normal giving pattern, and, as the Lord gives you the
opportunity, to consider an increase for those who are not able to give at this level.
2) Prayerfully consider a gift to the “Star Cares Fund” to assist those who suffer job loss or
financial hardship.
3) Gifts can be made in the following ways:
a) Online: www.starofbethlehem.org/donate
b) Through our giving app. More info. above.
c) By text. Again more info. above.
d) In person drop-off at church Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. An offering plate is
available in the Gathering Area for your convenience.
e) By mail: 3700 S. Casper Dr., New Berlin, WI 53151
Offerings needed per week: ($22,500)
“FAITH ON TRIAL.” A live online Bible Study on the Book of Job,
entitled, Faith on Trial, began last weekend. You can join the
interactive live study on your computer on Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
Those who participated last weekend, thoroughly enjoyed it. If
possible, give it a try this weekend.

Click Here to join Bible
Study at 10:30 a.m. on
Sunday morning.

TEAM MEETINGS. Your pastors, teachers, teams, elders and
ministry council are continuing to meet virtually and wherever
possible to serve our Lord and one another during this time apart.
We thank our Lord for this capability, and ask him to bless our
work with “Social Distancing” in effect.
CALL UPDATES. Ben and Tracy Rank, whom we called to serve as our Principal and our 3rd Grade
Teachers have returned the Calls. Our Mr. John Schleis, who had received a call to teach 1st Grade and
serve as Technology Director at Illinois Lutheran School has decided to return the Call and to continue
serving here at Star of Bethlehem.
WELCOME! We welcome to our Star of Bethlehem family this month Megan Kaupla and her sons,
Reeve and Roman. We also welcome Jason and Michelle Sutherland and their children, Aviana and
Everly. May the Lord richly bless your membership in our Star of Bethlehem family as you grow in
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ among us!

CALLED HOME. It pleased Almighty God to call out of this life the soul of David Aumend on March 15 th.
A Christian Funeral Service was conducted at the Church and Chapel Funeral Home in New Berlin on
March 19th. May the Lord comfort all who mourn with the certain hope of a joyous reunion in heaven.
BAPTISMS. Genevieve Rose Terranova, Kemper Ellis Ivy, and Evelynn Marie
Heberlein all entered God’s family through Holy Baptism. We ask our Lord to keep
them in his loving arms throughout life to life everlasting.
ANNUAL SOCIAL DINNER. We had hoped that we would be able to have our Annual
Social Dinner at the end of April as usual. We have cancelled that event until the
health concerns are over. We are happy to have all of our new members over the
past year as important members of our Star of Bethlehem family.

Please watch for an email from Star of Bethlehem
with a link to a weekly Children’s Message.
We also want to let you know that for a limited time,
Northwestern Publishing House is offering access to free ChristLight lesson PDFs to teach children at home. These Sunday
school lessons are available for grades pre-K through 6th.
Downloads for each age level include student lessons, teacher's
guides, and copy masters that contain activities like songs,
coloring pages, skits, and more for each lesson—everything you
need for simple and familiar Sunday school lessons at home.

SPECIAL WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
There will be a couple of special opportunities to engage in worship with our brothers and sisters in
Christ throughout the WELS. The first will be this coming Sunday, April 5th at 6:00 p.m. (central time) in
which WELS President, the Rev. Mark Schroeder, will deliver a brief message. You can access that
service HERE. The second opportunity comes on Easter. Please read the words written by President
Schroeder below:
Not to replace your Easter morning worship, but
to supplement it, we will be offering an
opportunity for our entire synod to gather online
for a special Easter Sunday evening service to
be broadcast from Wisconsin Lutheran
Seminary at 6 p.m. (central). We will gather as
one family of believers, from across the country
and around the world, not only to celebrate our
Savior’s Easter victory but also to express our
unity of faith and mission as members of the
Wisconsin Synod. The theme of the service will
be, “Together at the Empty Tomb.” Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary President Earle Treptow will
deliver the Easter message. A small choir, along
with a few instruments, will enhance the worship
with music and songs of praise.

The link to the Easter synod-wide worship service is HERE.

