August 1, 2021
Dear Parents,
As we begin this year we concentrate on the school theme “More Than Conquerors.” This theme is based on Romans
8:37, “In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.” In our ever changing world we will
focus on our unchanging Lord. He has conquered sin, death, and the devil, so through Him we are more than
conquerors. God has blessed us with a wonderful Christian day school to learn more about Him. While we want the
children to excel in all academic areas at Star, the number one priority is making sure each child that enters our doors
knows that their Savior loves them, died for them and has a place in heaven prepared for them.
My goals for your child are to help him/her to know more about our Savior and to make the most of his/her God-given
abilities. One of my favorite sayings is “We are like a box of crayons each one of us unique, but when we get together
the picture is complete.” All children are important and contribute to the class. They progress at varying rates using
multiple methods in all content areas. They learn through active play, talking about what they’re learning, and using as
many of their 5 senses as possible. It is my privilege to create an environment for all students that will allow them to be
successful and ultimately reach their full potential.
Of course a teacher’s job is a job that cannot be done alone. Parental support is a must for the children and the teacher
to succeed. I would appreciate if you would keep me in your prayer and ask that you please communicate with me
throughout the year regarding problems and success.
This handbook is categorized by subjects, but our day is much more integrated. Bible lessons aren’t just talk about in
Christ Light but throughout the day. Reading and writing are being taught during science, social studies, and math. A
weekly newsletter will keep you updated.
I am excited to work with you throughout the coming year. If you ever have any questions or concerns about your child
please don’t hesitate to contact me. With all of us working together with our God, I’m looking forward to a great year
with your child.

In His Service,
Mrs. Heather Gagnon
Contact Information:
School Number: 262-786-2901
My Cell Number: 414-520-0619
Email: hgagnon@starofbethlehem.org

COMMUNICATION PLAN
If you have any questions now or throughout the course of the year, please feel free to contact me in person, text, call,
or email. Please know that all teachers do not check their cell phone or email during the school day. Any communication
that needs to occur during the school day must go through the office.
Email: I check my emails daily from 7:15 am to 7:30 am, after school, and once more later in the evening. I will respond
to your email as soon as I am able.
Phone call or text: You are welcome to use either method to contact me. I welcome you to call me anytime, but I ask
that you be mindful of my family time. I do not check my phone from 7:30 am until 3:45 pm my focus is on your children.
Please contact the office if you need to talk to me during those hours. Thank you.
Personal conversations: I prefer in person discussions with parents whenever possible. Please understand that
immediately before or after school can be very challenging to have an in-depth discussion as my attention needs to be
on the students. I would be happy to set up a time that is convenient for both of us.
Weekly Communication Log: This sheet will be kept in each students Take Home folder. On one side it has daily lunch,
transportation, comments section for teachers and parents, and daily behavior sections. The reverse side has the
reading and math log. See attached sheet.
I look forward to any and all discussions with you on how I might best assist you and your child.

ATTENDANCE
The school day begins at 8:10 each day. At this time children are to be in classroom ready for the first class of
the day. Children not in the school building by 8:05 or in the room at 8:10 will be considered tardy.
Attendance is expected each day there is school. If your child has a doctor’s appointment, is sick, or you know
they will be absent please let the school know.

1st Grade Expectations
We will use the following Bible passage from Ephesians 4: 32 as our model for how we treat each other. “Be kind and
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ, God forgave you.”
Classroom Rules:
 Be Kind
 Always tell the truth
 Respect yourself and others
 Use your manners
 Walking feet
A behavior plan is based on Love and Logic with nature consequences. The children will be filling in Green – Good over
all Day, Yellow – Had to stop and think, and Red – Struggled to meet classroom expectations. I will also be writing in the
comments sections at least once a week about your child’s behavior. You are encouraged to contact me if you have any
questions or concerns about their behavior.

Grading
Grading is not focused on grades, but on the child’s understanding and mastering of concepts being taught.
Assignments will be assessed to give feedback. This helps students understand their current areas of improvement, and
helps them reach the next level. Report Cards use the following scale.
E – Exceeds grade level: Exhibits exceptional quality work consistently; Show creative and new ways of
thinking; Applies learning to other areas and life situations.
S – Secure: Regularly demonstrates knowledge and us of skill without assistance.
D - Developing: Working toward consistency and application of skill with some assistance.
B – Beginning: Beginning to understand and apply the skill with assistance
N – Not Yet: Not yet understanding
N/A – Not Applicable

Homework
My goal is to provide enough time for the students to complete work during school hours. A folder will be coming home
daily with a “Leave at Home Side” and “Return to School Side” labeled. Any work the child wasn’t able to complete
during the day will be in the return to school side and needs to be completed and returned the following day. Nightly
homework is reading, math facts practice, spelling, and practicing memory treasures.

Information for 1st Grade
Christ Light:
 Old Testament lesson in The Story Bible or
a separate sheet will be sent if it’s not in
The Story Bible
 Read, at home, generally two lessons a
week
 Emphasis is on how the Bible teaches us
about how God shows His love for us and
how we are to live our lives for Him.
Memory Treasures:
 1 Bible passage or commandment weekly
 Need to practice at home
 Recited on Friday
 Emphasis is on what the passages means
and how they apply to our daily life.
Reading:
 Balanced reading approach
 Listening, speaking, reading, spelling, and
writing are all connected.
 Phonics taught in context and using
Superkids
 Reading comprehension strategies are
taught
 Leveled guided reading groups
Writing:
 Writing all day with “Temporary Spelling”
 Focusing on ideas, organization, word
choice, sentence fluency, voice,
conventions, grammar and use
Spelling:
 Spelling patterns
 Sight words
 Word wall
 Test on Friday: Lists will be attached to the
newsletter

Math:
 My Math
 Hands-on Activities
Science:
 Taught be Mrs. Gagnon
 Hands-on approach to God’s creation
 Units: Life Cycle of Monarch Butterfly and
Chicks, Positions and Motions, Fabric,
Organisms, Seasons, and Matter
 Project Lead the Way: Structure/function
of Human Body
Social Studies:
 Taught by Mrs. Mache
 Shared reading and projects
 Units: Rights and Responsibilities,
American Landmarks and Tradition,
Compare and Contrast Life in the Past and
Now, Consumer Market and Me, and
Maps
Art:
 Learning elements of Art
 Learning art techniques using a variety of
Media
Music:
 Taught by Mrs. Gagnon
Physical Education (P.E.):
 Taught by Mrs. Mache
 Gym shoes must be worn in the gym only
 In warm weather P.E. is held outside –
children need to wear tennis shoes (not
their gym shoes)
Look Listen Learn:
 Presentations done be your child (see
sheet in folder)

Church Attendance - You have chosen to send your child
to Star of Bethlehem. This shows that a Christian
education is important to you. While we spend time each
day studying God’s Word, more is needed. Daily Devotions
should be a part of your family’s life. In addition, it is
expected that every child will attend church on a regular
basis. Please take advantage of every worship
opportunity that is given to you. Setting this pattern for
your child early in life is important in having them continue
church attendance later in their life.

Birthdays- Your child is welcome to bring in treats for their
birthday if they would like.

Singing in Church - As part of our Christ centered
curriculum, we have the children sing for church services
throughout the year. We realize that some conflicts
cannot be avoided, but we do expect all children to be
present when their classroom is singing.

If your child is having a birthday party outside of the
classroom please send invitations outside of the
classroom. This will avoid the disappointment of any
children who are not invited.

Newsletter – Each Friday, a newsletter will be sent
home highlighting what was covered that past week, a
glimpse at the week ahead, and with special
announcements. It will also be posted on the website
every Friday. Please make sure that you read your
child’s newsletter each week.
Friday Family Folder – Every Friday the folder will be sent
home with the youngest child in your family. Please read
through the material in your folders, sign it, and return
them on Monday.
Book Orders – They are sent home monthly in your Family
Folder. You may order online or send your order to school.

For those children who celebrate their birthdays in the
summer months we will celebrate with them on their
“half-birthday”.
Please send me a picture of the ingredients in your child’s
birthday treat, so that I may forward them to parents of
children with allergies.

Resources
1.
2.
3.
4.

Daily Schedule
Reading Strategies
Spelling Activities
Writing /Spelling Stages

In folder pocket: Memory Treasure Book

1st Grade Schedule – Mrs. Gagnon
2020-2021
Time

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday Friday

8:10 Morning Activities

Chapel

8:40 Chirst Light

Hymnology

9:15

Calendar

9:30

Snack

9:45

Recess

10:00

SuperKids

10:45

Language and Writing

11:15

Math

12:05

Lunch and Recess

12:45

Devotion and Afternoon Activities

1:15

Music

P.E.

1:45

Music

Morning Activities
Christ Light

P.E.

Spanish

Guided Reading and Station Work

2:30

Science/Social Studies

3:00

Clean-up and Closing Prayer

3:10

Dismissal

2:15 Art

Morning Activities: Family Circle and News
Calendar: Activities that help with math concepts: Patterns, pouting by 1's, 2's, 5's,10's,
odd/even numbers, days of the week, money, adding, subtracting, and story problems
News: Reviews language, reading, phonics, and spelling skills
Afternoon Activities: Read-aloud, Look Listen and Learn, and Shine Through (Curriculum about showing Christ's Love
to others and not bullying)
P.E.: Taught by Mrs. Mache

Music: Taught by Mrs. Gagnon

